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a; By che King. 


V A Proclamation for the better making of 


Saltpeter within this Kingdome. 


rom foꝛraine parts, cannot but bee full of difficulty and danger, depen- 

A ding vpon the plealure of other Pztnces and States, and when Our 
neceſſitie ſhall moſt require the ſame, wee ſhall be ſure to purchaſe ſo 
pꝛetious a Commoditte, at vnreaſonable Rates, and bee infozced to 
pay ready 1 to be tranſpoꝛted from hence, foz the ſame, to the diminution ofthe Trea⸗ 
ſureof Dur Realmes: And if none of theſe inconuentences ſhould happen, yet the bzinging 
thereof by Sea, from fozraine parts, is full of perill and hazzard, being ſublect to the many ca- 
ſaaltiesofu9:inde and Weather, the dangers of Shipwzacke,and che interception ol Pirates and 
enemies, and theſe may happen in times of our greateſt neceſſitie and want thereof, 
And whereas the pzactiſe and making of Saltpeter heretofoze within this Kingdome, was 
and is ſuch, as tendeth much to the trouble, and grieuance of Dur louing Sublects, by digging 
vp ofchetr dwelling Houſes, Douehoules, and other out-houles, and alſo to their great charge. 


by remoning ofcheir Liquozs, Tubbes, and other Inſtruments, bytariages from plate to place; 


Df which although many complaints haue beene made, and often renewed, and all lit courſes 
haue been taken by Us and Pur Pꝛiule Connſell , to eale Dur Sublects of this trouble and 
charge, vet in a caſe ot ſuch intuitable nect ſſitie, the ſame cannot pet be totally taken away. 

And whereas lithence the firſt making of Haltpeter within this Realme, vntill this pꝛeſent. 
notwithſtanding all the trouble and charge afozeſayd , pet the Undertakers of the ſayd u90zkes, 
couldneucr heretofoze furniſh this Realme, with a third part ofthe Saltpeter requiſite foz the 
lſeratce of Our owne Domintons, clſpectally tn times of Marre, and greateſt neccſſity thereof, 
But Wee, and Our Pꝛedeteſſoꝛs and Sublects, baue beene foꝛted foꝛ their neceſſary vle, to 
ſcekc ſupplies thereof from fozraine parts, which hath the rather happened, foꝛ that many to a⸗ 
uoyd the trouble of digging vp their floozes, haue purpoſely pꝛeuented the growth thereof, and 
diuets of the Saltpeter- men, haue co2ruptly made a pzactiſe , to take Compoſition money of di⸗ 
uers, to fozbeare digging, oꝛ to execute their Commfſſions , which their partiallcourſeof pꝛotee⸗ 


Oraſmuch as the making of Saltpeter and Gunpowder, within 


Our owne Realmes and Dominions, is a great ſafety and benefite 
to Us and Dur Dublects, aſſuringUsofacertaine and ſufficient pꝛo⸗ 
uſſion thereoffo; Our and their defence, whereas the pꝛouiding thereof 


F 


timesrequire,they would ſo impoueriſh the earth fit to that purpole, that within a ſhozt time e 
qſhoulb bee vtterly deſtitute of that ineſtimadle Treaſure, there being no artiittall meants vſed foz 


89 


ing. bath been very olfenliue to many ol Our good Subiects , and it now the Saltpeter men 
tHould continue in thetr accuſtomed courſe ofwozking, x ſhould ſtrive to pꝛouide lo great quantitie 
ol Saltpeter within theſe our Realmes, foz a few yeeres together, as the neteſſitie of the pꝛelent 


the inrithing olthe Earthtothis ble, the Earth oft leite, by that which caſually happeneth,not 


being able to engender that matter whereof Saltpeter can be extracted in many yeeres. 
And whereas fo: the redꝛeſſe of thele many inconuentencesand grienances , Str lohn Brooke 


knight, and Thomas Ruſſell Eſquire, hauehumbly offered their ſeruice vnto vs, and did þndertake, 
both to vs,. and to the Lozds Spirituall and Tempoꝛall, aſſembled in the late meeting in Parlia⸗ 


ment. by their induſtry and tharge, co make yeerely ſuch quantities ol Daltpeter, and ot ſuch good 


ctondil ion, as ſhould be ſufficient both foz Our one and Our Hudiects ves, with ſupply allo 


of Our foꝛreme ntigbbours in amity with Us, ifoccaſion ſhould lo require, and that without 
digging any of Our Subtects houſes, 0zout-houſes of any kinde,oz charging them at an with 
tariages, as betc.ofozethey haue beene, and yet are charged, to be effected and bzought to paſſe 
by anew inuention of them, the ſaid Dir lohn Brooke and Thomas Ruſſell, And of their abilities to 
perfoꝛme the lame, they thengauedoth to Our elfe and to the laid Lozds Spirituall and Tem⸗ 
rall good p2obability,and haue ſichence made ſufficient and demonſtratine p;oofe thereof, 
And Wee haue beene gractouſly plealed by Our Letters Patents vnder the great Seale of 
England, bearing date the ſixe and twentieth day of Apzill laſt paſt , (in compenſation of their 
great paines and expence therein, and foz encouragement of them, and all others to bend their 
ſtudies to ſa pꝛofitable and publique wozkes,to the defence and benefit of Us and Our Subtects) 
to grant to them. the ſaid Sir lohn Brooke and Thomas Ruſſell, the ſole Pꝛiuiledge of making Salt- 
peter, accozding to their ſaid new Ynuentton, foz diners peeres pet to tome, with addition of ſuch 
Pꝛiuiledges and ayde on Our behalle, as the merit of ſo woꝛthy an vndertaking iuſtiy challengeth 
at Our hands, eſpetially fo: their ſupply of ſuch Requiſites as ſhall bee therein neceſſary without 
charge to Pur Dubtects. 

And now by their humble Petition they haue required none other aſſiſtance from Us, but that 
they might by Our Ropall authoztty be pꝛouided of ſufficient quantities ot Urine,which will bee 
vſelull foꝛ them to the extracting & making of Saltpeter, They the ſaid Str lohn Brooke and Tho- 
mas Ruſſell, & their aſſigues, at their charges carrying away tt e ſaid Arme, at due and conuentent 
times. from the ſenerall plates where the lame ſhall be ſaued fo; their ble. vnto the place, oz plates 
where they ſhall haue occaſion to bſe the ſame ;Which their humble Sutte, wee hauing taken into 
OurleriousandPaincely tonũideration, haue thought lit, in a caſe ollo great conſequence, and foz 
the redeemtng of lo great and continuall a charge and trouble, to Ourloutng Sublectsto grant 
che ſame. 

And therekoze Mee eee publiſh and declare Dur Royall pleaſure to bee, and Wee 
doe ſtrictly charge and command all and enery of Our Subietts, inhabiting within Dar 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, aud the Suburbes ofeither ofthem, with the Bozough of South- 
warke andall other places of the ſaid Cities, and ſuburbes, aſwell within liberties as Without 
(neare vnto which the ſald Str lohn Brooke and Thomas Ruſſell, haue already erected a wozke foz 
the making of Halt⸗ peter, and alſo all other Our louing Subiects inhabiting within all and eue | 


ry other Cities, Townes, and Ualages, within this Our Kealme of England, That they and e- 


nerp of them, from and after notice giuen bnto them ſenerally and reſpectinely, oz left foz 
them at their dwelling houſes, ſhall carefully and conſtantly keepe and pzeſerue, in ſome 
conuenſent veſſells , oz receptacles fit. foz that purpoſe, All che Urine of man during the 
Whole peere, and all the Dtale of Seaſtes, which theycan ſane, and gather together, whileſt 
their Beaſtes are in their ſtables o; ſtalles, Andehat they be carefall to vſe the beſt meanes they 
may,foz the ſauing, gathering together, and pꝛeſeruing ol the laid Urine and Stale, without any 
mixture of water,o2 other things to bee put therein; Which Our Commandement and Royall 
pleaſare , being ſo eaſie to be obſerued, and ſoneteſſarp foz the publique ſeruice of Us, and Our 
people, We expect and ſtraitly charge, ſhall be duely and carefully obſerued and perfozmed; And 
if any perſon (hall be remiſſe oz negligent in the due obſeruance hereof, Me ſhalleſtceme of all ſuch 
as perſons contemptuous aud (ll affected both to Dar Perſon and State, and are reſolued to 
pꝛoteede to the puniſhment of euery ſuch offender , with that ſeuerity which by the Lawes of 
this Realme, oz by Our Pzerogatine Royall Wee map. 

Keuertheleſſe, Dur will and pleaſure is, That no perſon ſhall inturre any contempt coneers 
ning the pꝛemiſles, vnleſſe notite de firſt giuen, oꝛ left vnio oꝛ fo: him oꝛher. as afozeſad, bythe 
Conſtable oz Headbozough of that pariſh oz place where ſuch perſon dwelleth oꝛ inhabiteth, and 
vnleſſe the ſad Hir lohn Brooke, Thomas Ruſſell, oz theix aſſignes,do once ineuery foure Etwenty 
houres in the Summer ttme,(thatis to ſay) fcom the firſt of Apꝛil.vntiſi tde firſt day of October. 
and once in euery eight and lourtie houres in the winter time, (that is to ſay) from the firſt of 
October, vntill the firſt of Apꝛill in euery peere, carte away the ſame from thoſe plates where the 
ſame ſhalt bee ſo pzelerned fo them: And therekfoze Mee doe hereby require and command all 
Conſtables and Headbozoughs, That they and euery ofthem,vpon requeſt made to them oꝛ any 
of them by the ſayd, Dir lohn Brooke and Thomas Ruſſell, 62 their aſſignes, be aiding, aſſiſting, and 
diligent in the execution of Dur pleaſure herein befoze declared, asthey and euery of them will 


anſwere the contrary at thetr perils. 


Giuen at Our Court at Whitehall, the ſecond day of Ianuarie, inthe ſecond yeere of Our Reigneof Great 
Britaine, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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